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MyCoast CT

App to take photos - report storms, floods, & high tides

Pilot focus in New London, Stonington, and Groton

The purpose of this project is to:

- Gather evidence of flood events through a community lens

- Provide municipal, COG, and state agency staff with 

targeted flood information for better planning

- Better focus limited resilience resources



MyCoast CT Pilot Timeline
March 2025 - February 2027



CIRCA ’s Role in the MyCoast Pilot Project

Ground-Truth Flood Events to 
compare local & NOAA data

Integrate Tide Data Deliver Actionable Insights



Engagement

Community members 

Goal: use MyCoast to document flooding 

and storm impacts through their photos.

Approaches:

- Promote MyCoast tool at existing events

- Regular communication 

- Emails about storm events and high tides

- Social media

Municipal and 

Nonprofit staff

Goal: use MyCoast as tool for

engagement and planning.

Approaches: 

- Introductory Webinar

- June 25, 2025 Workshop 

- 2026 Workshop & Webinar

Discuss benefits/challenges and present results

 

 

 

Information and Events 

s.uconn.edu/connecticutmycoast 



Speakers

Julia Knisel 
MA Office of Coastal Zone Management

Coastal Shoreline and Floodplain Manager

Wes Shaw
Blue Urchin & 

co-creator of MyCoast

Chris Rae
Blue Urchin & 

co-creator of MyCoast



A Website & App Overview of

Chris Rae & Wes Shaw
10 April 2025
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39,000+ REPORTS 
OF… WHAT? 
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High Tides





Storm Damage







{fingers crossed}
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“A group of 
logs.”



“A tire on a rocky 
ground.”



“A person 
wearing a hard 

hat and standing 
on a log.”



“A wood carving 
of a duck.”



“A crocodile on a 
beach.”
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Thank you.
chris@mycoast.org | wes@mycoast.org



Julia Knisel
Massachusetts Office of 

Coastal Zone Management



Massachusetts MyCoast

Julia Knisel
Coastal Shoreline & Floodplain Manager



Coastal Impacts

MA MyCoast | CT MyCoast Kickoff 2025



Ocean Street, Marshfield (3/4/2018)

Easy Street, Nantucket (4/4/2024)

Coastal Storm Damage - Splashover of Seawall & Road Flooding

MA MyCoast | CT MyCoast Kickoff 2025



Coastal Storm Damage - Dock Damage & Water Flow Around Buildings

MA MyCoast | CT MyCoast Kickoff 2025
Stage Harbor, Chatham (1/13/2024)



Coastal Storm Damage - Underminded Seawall & Road Overwashed

MA MyCoast | CT MyCoast Kickoff 2025

Gooseberry Island Causeway, Westport (12/23/2022)



Coastal Storm Damage - Eroded Beach/Dune & Building Destroyed

MA MyCoast | CT MyCoast Kickoff 2025
Springhill Beach, Sandwich (2/3/2021)

Salisbury Beach, Salisbury



King Tide - Landmark Flooded

MA MyCoast | CT MyCoast Kickoff 2025

Plymouth Rock (10/28/2022)



MA MyCoast Tools

MA MyCoast | CT MyCoast Kickoff 2025



StormReporter Tool (c. 2009-2013)

• Purpose: real-time awareness of impacts to 

infrastructure, buildings & natural resources

• Quality Control: user training & review/approve reports

• Reporting Tip: if you can’t access an area due to flooding 

or debris, report it & go back later

MA MyCoast | CT MyCoast Kickoff 2025

Sesuit Creek, Dennis (1/13/2024)



Long Wharf, Boston (10/29/2019)

King Tide Tool (c. 2014)

MA MyCoast | CT MyCoast Kickoff 2025

• Purpose: community 

awareness of higher-than-

normal tides 

• Photo Tips:

– Take photos at or near peak 

high tide (within an hour)

– Include buildings, roads, 

sidewalks, signs, parking 

lots & other landmarks to 

identify the place 

– People are good for scale 

(backs or with permission)



Grays Beach, Kingston

Coastal Resilience Tool (c. 2018) 

• Purpose: monitor shoreline 

restoration projects supported by 

CZM’s Coastal Resilience Grant 

Program

– Identify maintenance needs

– Communicate success

– Inform future designs

MA MyCoast | CT MyCoast Kickoff 2025

Collins Cove, Salem



11/11/202311/15/2020 11/5/2024

Town Neck Beach, Sandwich

CoastSnap Tool (c. 2020)

• Purpose: document shoreline position & beach width as it evolves through time

• Phone cradles currently at 4 locations & more to come

• Researchers from Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution Sea Grant & Cape Cod 
Cooperative Extension review photos

• Photos are compiled into time-lapse videos

MA MyCoast | CT MyCoast Kickoff 2025



Applications of Data

MA MyCoast | CT MyCoast Kickoff 2025



• Identify type & extent of 

impact

• Direct public resources

• Baseline for formal 

preliminary damage 

assessments with FEMA

Applications of Data - Emergency Response & Recovery

MA MyCoast | CT MyCoast Kickoff 2025

State Emergency Operations Center, Framingham



• Verify impacts & refine forecast

• Adjust minor/moderate/major thresholds

Applications of Data - Weather Warnings & Forecasts

MA MyCoast | CT MyCoast Kickoff 2025



Applications of Data - Scientific Studies & Modeling

MA MyCoast | CT MyCoast Kickoff 2025

Front Street, Marblehead (3/3/2018)

• Ground-truth coastal flooding & erosion models



• Support local decisions regarding the extent, 

magnitude & frequency of flooding & other 

impacts

Applications of Data - Resilience Planning & Projects

MA MyCoast | CT MyCoast Kickoff 2025

Pearl Avenue, Revere (1/13/2024)



Volunteer 
Recruitment

MA MyCoast | CT MyCoast Kickoff 2025



MA MyCoast | CT MyCoast Kickoff 2025

Network - State & Local Staff



MA MyCoast | CT MyCoast Kickoff 2025

Outreach - Nonprofit Organizations



MA MyCoast | CT MyCoast Kickoff 2025

Outreach - Neighborhood Associations



MA MyCoast | CT MyCoast Kickoff 2025

Outreach - Local News



MA MyCoast | CT MyCoast Kickoff 2025

Outreach - Local Radio



MA MyCoast | CT MyCoast Kickoff 2025

Outreach - Museums



1,486 Users & 8,658 Reports

20 users submitted 4,004 reports (46%)

932 users submitted 0 reports

MA MyCoast | CT MyCoast Kickoff 2025

User Activity



MA MyCoast | CT MyCoast Kickoff 2025

View Reports @ mycoast.org/ma



Other Useful Tools - Webcams & Overland Flood Sensors 

MA MyCoast | CT MyCoast Kickoff 2025



Questions?

MA MyCoast | CT MyCoast Kickoff 2025



Participatory map application

This participatory map will inform our workshop design by identifying key 

areas of interest and enabling site-specific tidal analysis to support MyCoast.

https://arcg.is/0Wya1K0

https://arcg.is/0Wya1K0


Next Steps

June 25th Workshop Activities -

Engage Community Partners to:

1) Gather input about places you want photos to 

be captured in 3 communities 

2) Help design the MyCoast CT platform & 

engagement strategy

3) Provide training on how to use the MyCoast App

4) Learn how RI is using this tool state-wide



Thank you for joining us!

Questions?

Contact me: 
 Sarah Schechter, Connecticut Sea Grant 

sarah.schechter@uconn.edu 

mailto:sarah.schechter@uconn.edu
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