
 

 
 
 
 

Biofilms, Biodiversity & Microplastics- September 27, 2025 
@ Sound School, 60 S Water St, New Haven, CT 06519 
 
Topic 
Marine biodiversity and the conservation and restoration of marine species and habitat 
depend upon the identification of communities of organisms and assessing the health of 
the ecosystem.  The Biofilms and Biodiversity program provides and accessible model 
for the classroom that helps promote student engagement in this critical topic, project-
based learning, and data collection and analysis in local aquatic ecosystems.  In 
collaboration with an international project, BiodivOcean, the model has included the 
participation of teachers and students in the EU since 1997 and is currently funded in 
collaboration with Norway (SALT organization), Spain (SUBMON organization), and 
Sweden (Gothenburg University and the Gothenburg Marine Biological Lab) with links to 
EU Blue School programs. 
 
Saturday September 27th, 9:00 am – 12:00 pm 
9:00 - Meet at the Sound School, Introductions 
9:30- Introduction to Biofilms and Biodiversity and BiodivOcean Project 
10:00- Modeling and demonstration of methods for sampling communities of organisms 
from the local aquatic environment 
10:30- How to analyze a community of organisms colonized on artificial substrate 
11:00- Methods for the isolation and observation of microplastics from biofilm 
communities 
11:30 Q/A 
12:00 Wrap up 
 

Registration information 
https://exploring-the-nutrients-the-feed-the-diversity-of-life-a-two.cheddarup.com 
 
 
Web Resources 

Maryland Sea Grant, Biofilms and Biodiversity 
https://www.mdsg.umd.edu/topics/k-12-lesson-plans/biofilms-and-biodiversity 
 
BiodivOcean 
https://www.linkedin.com/company/biodivocean/posts/?feedView=all 
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