
CONNECTICUT SEA GRANT STAFF LIST
Many CTSG staff have dual appointments with UConn Extension, which works to connect the public 
with research and resources.

Sylvain De Guise, Director 
sylvain.deguise@uconn.edu

Jess Brandt, Associate Director 
jess.brandt@uconn.edu

Michelle MarcAurele, Fiscal Officer 
michelle.marcaurele@uconn.edu

Caitlyn Briggs Smith, Fiscal Assistant 
caitlyn.briggs@uconn.edu

TEAM AQUACULTURE AND FISHERIES
Sarah Bodenstein, Extension 
sarah.bodenstein@uconn.edu

Tessa Getchis, Extension 
tessa.getchis@uconn.edu

Michael Gilman, Extension 
michael.gilman@uconn.edu

Zachary Gordon, Extension 
zachary.gordon@uconn.edu

Clayton McGoldrick, Lab Technician 
clayton.mcgoldrick@uconn.edu

TEAM ECOSYSTEMS
Jess Brandt, Associate Director 
jess.brandt@uconn.edu

Syma Ebbin, Research and Fellowships 
syma.ebbin@uconn.edu

TEAM EDUCATION, COMMUNICATIONS 
AND OUTREACH
Judy Benson, Communications 
judy.benson@uconn.edu

Erica Casper, Outreach and Communications 
erica.casper@uconn.edu

Margaret Cozens, Extension 
margaret.cozens@uconn.edu

Syma Ebbin, Research and Fellowships 
syma.ebbin@uconn.edu

Ashley Morrell, Education 
ashley.s.morrell@uconn.edu

Diana Payne, Education 
diana.payne@uconn.edu

TEAM RESILIENCE
Deb Visco Abibou, Extension 
deb.abibou@uconn.edu

Juliana Barrett, Extension Emerita 
juliana.barrett@uconn.edu

David Dickson, Extension, Director UConn Center for Land Use 
Education and Research 
david.dickson@uconn.edu

Owen Placido, Extension 
owen.placido@uconn.edu

Sarah Schechter, Extension 
sarah.schechter@uconn.edu
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• Vision: Thriving ecosystems, communities and economies 
• Mission: To foster the balanced use and conservation of 			 
	 Connnecticut’s coast and watersheds

seagrant.uconn.edu

Connecticut Sea Grant is: 
A public service organization focusing on the Long Island Sound 
watershed and its people. It is part of a national network working to 
maintain a healthy coastal environment and economy, but with a unique 
focus and expertise specific to Connecticut. 

Funded by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) 
and UConn. 

Connecticut Sea Grant draws on the expertise of scientists, engineers, 
public outreach experts, educators and students to help citizens better 
understand, conserve and utilize coastal and inland resources. 

Active in efforts to advance ocean literacy locally, nationally and 
internationally. 

Funder and supporter of marine and coastal research. 

Funder and supporter of student fellowships that help nurture the next 
generation of scientists and environmental stewards.

Some of the People  
We Work With: 
•	 Aquaculture Farmers
•	 Formal and Non-Formal Educators
•	 Connecticut Residents and Visitors
•	 Municipal Officials
•	 Recreational Shellfishers
•	 Researchers
•	 Land Trust Volunteers
•	 Students
•	 Commercial Fishers
•	 Artists
•	 And Many Others!

Connecticut Sea Grant Focus Areas:

ENVIRONMENTAL LITERACY AND 
WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT

HEALTHY COASTAL ECOSYSTEMS

RESILIENT COMMUNITIES 
AND ECONOMIES

SUSTAINABLE AQUACULTURE 
AND FISHERIES

Connecticut Sea Grant
UConn Avery Point
Room 301, Lowell P. Weicker Jr. Building
1080 Shennecossett Road, Groton CT 06340

http://seagrant.uconn.edu



